
A New Christmas 

 There are over one thousand one hundred verses in the Gospel of Luke. Of 
that number, only seven pertain to the birth of Jesus. In the same chapter, no less, 
there are more verse pertaining to the interaction between the angels and the shep-
herds (thirteen) than to the birth of our Lord into this world. Is there any significance 
to this? Whatever it might be, the Holy Spirit said nothing concerning it’s significance.  

 That there is significance can’t be minimized, for without the baby Jesus com-
ing into the world, our Savior (Luke 2:11) there would not be! The importance of this, 
however, is less on His birth, and more on His mission. Paul said that Jesus came into 
the world to save sinner “of whom I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15)!  His significance is 
obvious to all who reflect on God’s saving mission through His Son.  

 With such little attention given to the events surrounding the birth of our 
Lord, and comparing that attention with the attention the Holy Spirit gives to the last 
week of our Lord’s life on earth, especially the last remaining hours, perhaps there 
ought to be a new sort of “Christmas.” This type of “Christmas” would put no empha-
sis on the material gifts given to loved ones and friends, but would place a significant 
weight and importance on the singular spiritual gift that has no price a created being 
can pay. A gift that, in truth, cost more than anyone can possibly imagine.  

 Jesus, born into this world of sin, lived in accordance with the Father’s will 
perfectly, having no sin to taint against Him spiritually, died an innocent man at the 
hands of cruel sinners, was raised on the third day, sitting on the right hand of the 
Father. Now that’s a Christmas worth celebrating! RT  
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A Word to the Wise—The simple inherit folly, but the 

prudent are crowned with knowledge (Proverbs 14:18, 
ESV). The simple in this profound saying is the naïve. 
Those who are naïve may be those of youth or it may be 
those who choose not to become wise. For those of youth, 
it’s a matter of experience, and the education gained from 
that. Those who choose not to become wise, on the other 
hand, it is not a matter of education, but the rejection of 
it. This kind of man is foolish. The Lord looks upon the 
wise man as one crowned with the Lord’s wisdom; this 
moves him through the crowed mass of ignorance. RT  
 

Salvation—Just completed a reading of Acts 1-5, taking 

special note of what the Scripture said with regard to sal-
vation. In particular, what do those five chapters say about 
that which is required. Starting with Peter’s preaching dur-
ing the Pentecost occasion (Acts 2), the following are all 
directly connected to salvation: Peter preached, those 
who heard were moved in the hearts, and received the 
word (2:41). This is the first point to notice; without re-
ceiving (accepting) the preached word, salvation won’t 
result. Peter told them to repent and be baptized (2:38). 
This will result in their sins being forgiven. Though the 
word believe is not used in the chapter as something 
those to whom Peter preached did, the fact is, they did 
believe. In chapters 3 and 4, we learn the same and then 
something additional. The recipients of the preached word 
had to repent and turn again (3:19), hear and heed God’s 
prophet (3:22-23; 4:4), obeying only One (4:12). Clearly we 
can see that what the Holy Spirit said in these five chap-
ters is consistent (cf. 5:14, 31-32). Summarized, we learn 
the following is required for salvation: one must hear 
(read) the word, receive (believe) the word, repent, be 
baptized, and only obey Him to whom we will give account 
(Hebrews 4:13). RT  



3 Hindrances to Prayer  

Here are only three examples of how our daily prayer life can be interrupted; but no-
tice how broad the daily scope can be.  

We get too caught up in this life: “When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His 
disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. Then He said to them, “Why do you 
sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”” (Luke 22:45-46) 

Marriage problems: “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving 
honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of 
life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7) 

Self-righteousness: “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others…I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9, 14) 

Have any of these examples gotten the better of your prayer life? I know they have 
mine. Subtlety can be just as effective as open distraction, and there are times when 
we ignore the obvious. Things can’t be fixed without recognizing the problem. 

We know there is a difference between a prayer that has been spoken and a prayer 
that has been prayed, and we know that unsaid prayers have no prayer – but what are 
we doing with this knowledge? 

A hindrance does not have to be permanent, but to avoid such, the hindrance has to 
be removed. 

The wisdom of God is still speaking to us, but are we wise enough to speak to him with 
wisdom?       Eugene Adkins (www.fellowshiproom.org) 

The Holy Spirit chooses the “nobody’s” of the earth and makes them 
“somebody’s.”  

 

Pearls of Wisdom 

The old saying is “Never judge a book by its cover” is updated, one might 

say, to “Never judge a book by its movie”  (J. W. Eagan) 

 

“Childhood shows the man, as morning shows the day” (Milton). 

 

“Jesus Christ, the condescension of divinity, and the exaltation of  

humanity” (Phillips Brooks) 

 

“One truly Christian life will do more to prove the divine origin of Christi-

anity than many lectures. It is of much greater importance to develop 

Christian character, than to exhibit evidences.” (J. M. Gibson) 
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My grandmother always said: The way to a man’s heart is 
through his stomach. 
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