
Thanksgiving Week 
 In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, he mentions one reason for a person to be 

grateful to the Lord (among many reasons). He said, “Now God who provides seed for the 

sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your supply of seed and will cause the 

harvest of your righteousness to grow. You will be enriched in every way so that you may be 

generous on every occasion, which is producing through us thanksgiving to God” (9:10-11, 

NET). Paul said this in a context of a great collection being gathered for saints in a different 

location suffering deprivation. Sometimes we can fail to remember or reflect on just how 

well we have it in regards to material things. It may be that in our society we are poor, but 

those of a generous heart will even give of their poverty to help another. That is the love of 

God! RT  

Much Good in that Regard 
 Last Sunday was an exceptional Sunday because of the effort by so many to promote 
our Family and Friends Day. You did a great job! It might have been the case that someone 
heard the gospel message for the first time because of your work. Let us raise our voices in 
praise to God for the occasion. Now what do we do?  Don’t let the event die. Perhaps there 
are questions in the minds of those who were in attendance and, if so, this is where you 
might be able to play a significant role in their life. Ask the ones you invited what they 
thought about their visit and if they noticed things done differently than where they attend 
(assuming they do). Were they curious about those things done differently, or was there 
some peculiar comments made that they would like to consider further. If so, then you have 
an opening to have conversation. Whether you have this conversation or not, be sure to in-
vite them to come again.  
 You have done well; pray to the Lord for guidance as to how best to approach the 
matter, then proceed to do so. Don’t be discouraged if you don’t get the response you de-
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ETHICS: In Romans 12 the Holy Spirit, writing by the 
hands of Paul, addressed the spirit of the saint in a 
tough world. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). The approach of 
each saint is to present oneself to the Lord in all that 
we do; the NKJV calls this one’s “reasonable service,” 
while the ASV says it is one’s “spiritual service,” and 
the ESV a “living sacrifice.” Whatever term is used the 
point is clear: one is to serve God, and this is the 
saint’s ethical basis. So, “let love be without hypocri-
sy” (12:9). This means that we are to love as the Lord 
loves us. This is easy to understand, but difficult to 
apply. The reason it is difficult is because we might be 
moody, the other person might be less than lovable, 
we might not know the meaning of the word love, or 
we just don’t want to do so. Whatever difficult reason 
in front of us, it is our obligation to move it out of the 
way and to do as the Lord did and does. RT  

A Word to the Wise 
The backslider in heart will be filled with the fruit of his 
ways, and a good man will be filled with the fruit of his 
ways (Proverbs 14:14, ESV). This is another way of say-
ing one will reap what he sows. The backslider is not 
one that sins on occasion, for we all do, but sliding 
back away from the Lord is not our intention. On the 
other hand, those who sin have put themselves in po-
sition to slide down that slippery slope where no trac-
tion can be gained. Before long, one’s thinking and life 
swirls out of control. A good man, however, has the 
path of righteousness plainly laid before him, and all 
obstacles are easily seen. Thus, he avoids the slippage. 
When he does sin – for all sin – then he goes straight 
to the Lord in penitence because the Lord has not al-
lowed the traction of his feet to be worn away. The 
Lord’s fruit is sweet. RT  



sire; they were present already and you did much good in that regard.  RT  

Euthyphro 
 

“Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His com-
mandments” (Psalm 112:1, NKJV). **** “But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleas-

es” (Psalm 115:3, NKJV). 
  
 We will hear, on occasion, what some call “ethical behavior,” and how some person 
failed to measure up to the standard expected. We also hear some make judgments concern-
ing what they consider to be “morally wrong.” With the use of both these terms some of us 
are left in the dark concerning what standard is used to make such an evaluation.  
 When one gives thought to ethics it is implied there is a standard by which one can 
measure both good and bad actions. A long time ago there was a problem posed to a great 
thinker that has since become a problem for some to handle. It goes like this: do the gods de-
mand what is right because something is right already, or are the commands that come from 
the gods rights because they said so. This problem is known as the Euthyphro Dilemma. The 
significance of this issue is in relation to God’s existence and objective moral wrong. Is God 
really needed in order for one to know there is an objective moral right and wrong?   
 For some it has been a difficult riddle to solve. Here is why it is thought to be a prob-
lem: if something is right already, then God is not needed to determine anything that is moral. 
Thus, if stealing is wrong already, then why is there a need for God who merely affirms what is 
already wrong? On the other hand, if God merely declares something right (by fiat), then He is 
really no better than man doing the same. In other words, it is arbitrary, similar to Stalin or 
Hitler doing the same because of a position of authority.  
 For Christians this is not as much a hurdle as one might initially think. The very essence 
of what is good (or right) comes from the nature of God—it does not come from man’s judg-
ment of such. Man lies continually, but the nature of God is such that He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). 
To compare, then, man’s arbitrary judgment with God is to not compare comparable beings. 
Man is limited in the space in which he lives and he is limited in that which his mind can think. 
God is unlimited and infinite. More than that, though, man is selfish, conniving, and does not 
know where he is going. God is loving, giving, and has “already arrived.” The very standard of 
right can’t be known without God. All man can do is simply think that he knows. All thoughts 
and actions contrary to God’s standard are bad, wrong, and also evil. RT 
  

Of all the systems of morality, ancient or modern, which have come under my 
observation, none appear to me so pure as that of Jesus. –Thomas Jefferson 

 

Pearls of Wisdom 

Show me the man you honor; I know by that symptom better than any other, what 

kind of man you are yourself; for you show me what your ideal of manhood is, is 

what kind of man you long to be.  

–Carlyle 

The best of men and the most earnest workers will make enough of mistakes to 

keep them humble. Thank God for mistakes and take courage. Don’t give up on ac-

count of mistakes.  

-Moody 

 Action may not always bring happiness, but there is no happiness without action.  

–Benjamin Disraell 

Gratitude is the heart’s memory.  

–French Proverb 

Honored to Serve: Announcements: J.E. Miller Bible Class Prayer: 

Ron Adams Song Leader: Jim Schwerman Communion: Wayne Miller, 

Ethan Hill, J.E. Miller, Wesley Seitz Bible Reading and Prayer: Jim 

Karraker Closing Prayer: John May 

My grandmother always said: Every effort to prove there is not 
a God is in itself an effort to reach God.  


