
Authority and Respect 

On occasion we speak about authority in religion, putting emphasis on God’s authori-

ty in the things we do as the body of Christ in our worship to Him. This is most appro-

priate, and we ought not to minimize it like, unfortunately, some do. Not only are we 

to operate this way, but our respect for authority needs to be in place before obedi-

ence can express itself properly.  

To respect authority is to look at one who is in a position that demands attention and 

submission. One’s parents are in position that demands attention and submission; 

one’s teacher is the same. The submission that one gives to a parent may not be the 

same that one gives to a teacher, but there is similarity.  

When the Lord said to His disciples that He had all authority in heaven and on earth 

(Matthew 28:18), He did not delegate that authority to anyone else. It is still His au-

thority, and it is to Him that we submit ourselves. To not submit to His authority do is 

to fall under the disappointment and disapproval of the Lord Himself (Luke 6:46).  

How does one show respect toward authority? One shows respect toward authority 

by submission, that is, by obeying the one who is in position of responsibility in exer-

cising that authority. This can be done willfully or unwillingly. If it is the latter, then 

respect is in mere appearance, not in substance. If it is the former, then respect is 

not only in the deed (act of submission), but in the heart (substance) also.  

While toward man we might feign appearance of respect, there is no such feigning to 

the Lord. To man we don’t answer, but to the Lord we must. RT  
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Doctrine: GIVING: “I get so tired of the church al-

ways wanting my money! Why can’t they take some-
one else’s money, and leave me alone to worship?” I 
remember when I was much younger that my senti-
ments were not too far off these. Since that time, 
learning from God in Scripture, I have come to under-
stand what it means to give. Paul felt compelled to 
encourage and instruct the Corinthians concerning a 
great collection he was gathering for those in poverty 
in another location. Thus, he wrote to the church in 
Corinth: “For by experience you know the unmerited 
favor shown by our Lord Jesus Christ; that although 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, in 
order that by His poverty you might become rich” (2 
Corinthians 8:9, Williams New Testament). When one 
gives, that giving should be to the Lord, in order for 
the Lord to make use of that so others can benefit. 
Don’t lose sight of what is important. RT  
 

A Word to the Wise The heart knows its own 

bitterness, and no stranger shares its joy (Proverbs 
14:10, NKJV). In his prayer of dedication, Solomon ap-
pealed to the Lord to hear the prayers of all who turn 
toward to newly built Temple, reflecting the affliction 
in the land and in the hearts of those plagued with sin 
(1 Kings 8:38, ESV). Who has no affliction of the heart 
on occasion? Perhaps there are more who struggle 
with this than others know, but certainly the Lord 
knows! Those who don’t struggle in the same way, be 
sure to pray for those who do. The heart of a person is 
where the very issues of life are stored (Proverbs 
4:23). Those issues are both the joys and sorrows that 
all carry. When the joy is overwhelming, let us praise 
the Lord. When the sorrows are weighty, let us turn to 
the Lord, for only He can relieve us of our burden (1 
Peter 5:6-7).  RT  



Taught of God   

The Scriptures teach in John 6:44-45 that for one to come to Jesus that one must be 

taught by the Father. Jesus explained what He meant when He said that through the 

writings of Scripture one is taught by the Father. Interestingly enough, but just a few 

words later, the Lord said this with regard to Judas, “‘But there are some of you who 

do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the beginning who were the ones who did not 

believe, and who was the one who would betray Him. And He said, ‘Because of this I 

have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My 

Father’" (John 6:64-65, EMTV).  

Why did Judas betray the Lord? Because he did not allow himself to be taught by the 

Lord. Though the Lord gave him ample opportunity to learn and apply the words of life 

that He expected in others, Judas, simply put, was not interested; that is, he did not 

allow the Lord’s teaching to find a home in his heart, stopping him from his betrayal.  

What does this tell us? It tells us many things. First, proximity is not a teacher. Can one 

get closer to God than Judas did for the amount of time that he was with Jesus, and 

not learn? What did Judas learn? No doubt, he learned much, but the goal of teaching 

is more than giving information, it is giving information whereby a person’s life is 

changed. Second, there should be little doubt that Judas gained much information 

from Jesus concerning things in life that were (and are) important. This academic 

knowledge not transferred into one’s heart application is knowledge for knowledge’s 

sake, and, in the end, of not much value. Third, to be taught by God is not a matter of 

hearing an audible voice from heaven, and neither is it some silent voice that one be-

lieves comes from within. To be taught of God means to read, learn, and apply what 

the Lord said (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  

The truth of God applied sets one free from the bondage of sin (John 8:31-22), and this 

is exactly what Judas would not allow himself to apply. Whereas God granted unto him 

“repentance unto life,” Judas heard and considered what God said and did not apply it 

(cf. Acts 13:27). RT  

 

Did you know: 

 In 1568 the Bishop’s Bible was printed, and the KJV was a revision of this 

Bible.  

 In 1611 the KJV included the Apocrypha (the books which are included in 

current Catholic Bible translations).  

 In 1808 that Jane Aitken became the first women to print a Bible; the first 

English Bible printed in America was that which was accomplished by her 

husband (Robert), and in 1782, Congress approved of such a printing. It 

was this Bible that became known as “The Bible of the American Revolu-

tion.”  

 The Bible first had its “red-letter” edition in the latter part of the 19th 

century. “This idea originated with Louis Klopsch, the first editor for the 

Christian Herald.”   

The above information came from AMG’s Encyclopedia of Bible Facts, pages 45, 67, 82, 73. 

Honored to Serve: Announcements: Kris Seitz Bible Class Prayer: Carl 

Baker Song Leader: J.E. Miller Communion: Ron Adams, John May, 

Kris Seitz, Ellis Craig Bible Reading and Prayer: John May Closing 

Prayer: Jim Karraker 

My grandmother always said: Success comes before work only 
in the dictionary. 


