
And You Gave? 

It is the prerogative of the parent (parents) to leave an inheritance to the children, or 

descendants. What is it that you will leave? Will it be all your earthly possessions, or will 

it be a portion? Whatever it is, it is in your power to do as you wish.  

In 1 Chronicles 28 and 29, one reads of the last days of David and his counsel to his son 

Solomon. He counseled him in regards to loyalty and to the building of the Temple and 

its complex. In 29:2-5, David speaks of that which he gave to the work. As king he could 

give a lot, but it is of note that what he gave was that which belonged to him (vs. 3).  

You will remember in your reading that the Lord was satisfied with the tabernacle plans 

and product he gave to Moses some 400 years earlier (1 Chronicles 17:6). That which 

David had prepared to build was of his desire, but once it was set in motion, the plans 

were of the Lord (28:19). David gave much in heart and materials to this plan.  

It was David’s wish to do this, and he set himself on that course. My wife and I won’t be 

able to leave much to our girls, for we won’t have much. That which we have—it will all 

be theirs. What is of greater importance to us is what they already gained from us, that 

is, our teaching them the Lord’s way and prioritizing Him in our lives.  

That which David gave belonged to the Lord already, and in his word of praise he men-

tioned as much (29:14). That which the Lord gave to each of us is that which already be-

longs to Him. What we leave our children, will it be material, or something of greater 

value? Have we prepared them well-enough to face life as it is, and to face the Lord as 

He is? RT  
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Doctrine: JESUS Some things the Scriptures 

teach with regard to Jesus. First, He was born of a 
virgin to Mary and Joseph. Second, He lived until 
about His 33rd year before life was taken from 
Him. Third, while He walked on this earth there 
was not a single thing He did, not a single thing 
He thought that can remotely be called sin 
(Hebrews 4:15). Fourth, He came into this world 
as God’s Son (John 1:1-3, 14), lived in total as a 
man, but while as a man, He was divine 
(heavenly), deity (God; John 5:18; 8:58). He lived 
on this earth to benefit man (Philippians 2:5-8), 
and this was and is man’s redemption (Romans 
3:21-25). After being killed by both the Jews and 
Rome, three days later He was resurrected from 
the dead, ascending into heaven (Romans 1:1-4). 
This is who we worship. RT  

A Word to the Wise The house of the wicked 

will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will 
flourish (Proverbs 14:11, NKJV). The house of the 
wicked is destroyed on two levels. First, the Scrip-
tures are clear that one’s sins will be found out 
(Numbers 32:23). Second, the house of the wick-
ed is destroyed because the moral compass one 
lives by can’t hold its own weight; it will surely 
come crashing down. As the house of the wicked 
is, so on two levels the “tent of the upright” flour-
ishes. First, in the immediate, those who live by 
the righteous standard of the Lord can’t do any-
thing but benefit one’s neighbor. Doubt this? 
Consider what loves does: it will always seek that 
which is beneficial to the other (Phil. 2:3-4). Sec-
ond, the Lord rewards those who love and obey 
Him. Now that is flourishing!  RT  



And They Laughed 

Hezekiah was king over Judah (the southern kingdom); the northern kingdom (Israel) was 

suffering much as a result of their rebellion to the Lord and His way. Judah’s kings were 

inconsistent in implementing the Lord’s way for the nation, but when Hezekiah became 

king he was determined to eradicate this inconsistency and serve the Lord with vigor. 

Throughout Judah and into the areas where the remnants of the Israelites resided Hezeki-

ah sent “runners” to proclaim a feast to the Lord, appealing to the godly heritage of the 

nation. Some heard this appeal; “So the couriers went from city to city through the coun-

try of Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed them to scorn and 

mocked them” (2 Chronicles 30:10, ESV). 

Those who laughed at the Lord’s servants exhibited wisdom that had its origins in the bow-

els of Satan. These were the people confused politically, beaten time and again militarily, 

and corrupted both spiritually and morally. These were the people whose heritage loudly 

proclaimed the Lord’s glory, but these were the people who remembered not their past. 

Their past was antiquated, old-fashioned, and certainly less sophisticated than “today’s 

current demands” required. You think we might have heard such things as this before?  

While they laughed them to scorn, on the outside of the city, traveling from a distant land, 

was an empire, a military that had a reputation for cruelty—and Israel had no idea! Those 

in their wisdom who laughed the king’s servants to scorn never enjoyed the Lord’s favor 

and, of course, how could they in such a state of rebellion? In truth, they masked their un-

certainty within and exhibited bravado. Much good it did them!  

It could be said that the Lord had the last laugh, but does one really think the Lord takes 

pleasure is laughing last (or first) at the stupid rebellion of people? Hezekiah’s son, Manas-

seh was as vile a king as either the southern or northern kingdoms had, and yet the Lord 

saved him—all because the Lord takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 

18:23). Manasseh was incarcerated for his sinful rebellion, but in his affliction he turned to 

the Lord, and the Lord heard him (2 Chronicles 33:12-13).  

Rather than laughing and mocking man’s foolishness, the Lord “laughs” with joy and man’s 

penitence. RT  

 

Happiness and Wisdom 

Happiness can be built only on virtue, and must of necessity have truth for its 
foundation. Coleridge 

“Happiness is the supreme object of existence.” This is what J. Gilchrist Law-

son said, but is this so? If it is, then where does God fit in this picture? In 

what context he used the word “happiness” is uncertain, but as a standalone 

comment, this is not true—at least from God’s perspective, and His view 

should be our own, should it not? If one find happiness in God, and all things 

righteous and holy, then one can agree with the remark (at least I can). Hap-

piness is only as good as the object toward which it is focused. RT  

Honored to Serve: Announcements: Carl Baker Bible Class Prayer: 

Kris Seitz Song Leader: Loren Neighbors Communion: J.E. Miller, 

Ethan Hill, Carl Baker, Wesley Seitz Bible Reading and Prayer: Jim 

Karraker Closing Prayer: Ron Adams 

My grandmother always said: The test of good manners is to 
be able to put up pleasantly with bad ones. 


