
you might be too young or too old, just because you have 

never done something before, or just because you are a 

woman, you should never hold back from doing the things 

you know you are capable of. Use those talents your Father 

gave you. He gave me the talent to write, and, by golly, I’m 

going to use it! Brittany Carver 
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H i g hw a y C h u rc h  o f  Ch r i s t  

ous to learn and never able to attain the knowledge of the 
Truth” (Moffat’s Translation).    
 A couple of lessons to be learned. First, mother-
hood is a tremendously important work, one so important 
that much of that which resides in people today can be 
directly traced to what was learned at home. If that which 
was learned was television watching, then that lesson will 
transfer into the adult years. If that which was learned was 
the reading of Scripture, that, too, will be transferred into 
the adult years. Again, if attending the services of the 
Lord’s church is important to the parents, it will become 
important to the children when they are grown up.  
 Second, women who are “gullible” (“silly” ASV; 
“weak” ESV) are susceptible to all sorts of ideologies that 
are damning. Thus, the remedy to such is exactly that 
which Eunice and Lois engaged, that being devotion to the 
Lord’s word and work. What kind of man was Timothy? 
Look at his mother and grandmother and one can find out. 
Ron Thomas   

Don’t Doubt Yourself! 
I’ve written poetry, short stories, plays, skits, essays—

lots and lots of essays—I even wrote a book when I was 

in second grade! But I’ve never written a bulletin article 

before, and when first presented with the idea of doing 

so, I was extremely nervous—anxious even. What if I 

don’t do it right? What if I accidentally write something 

controversial? My parents are both successful article-

writers—what if I do the family name a disservice? And 

honestly, who wants to listen to a twenty-something-

year-old woman anyway? But as I struggled with these 

thoughts, in my personal study, I came across a very 

helpful verse: “And which of you by being anxious can 

add a single hour to his life?” (Matt. 6:17). Why was I 

being anxious about this? What was being anxious go-

ing to help? Straight from the mouth of Christ himself, it 

helps nothing at all! I think as Christians—and perhaps 

more so as lady Christians—we let our doubts about 

ourselves hold us back from being active and contrib-

uting to the works of the church. Just because you think 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Self-Doubt and Encouragement  
 I teach students with learning disabilities.  I see a 
lot of similarities to the parable of the sower in their 
work habits (Matthew 13:18- 23).  Some listen and let 
the difficulty of the assignment take away their hope of 
ever completing it (vs. 19). Others may start the assign-
ment with excitement, only to become bogged down 
with all the minute details, and just give up (vs.20-21). 
Then there are some who may doubt their ability and 
allow this self–doubt to prevent them from completion 
of the task (vs. 22). I also have the students that eagerly 
take on an assignment and do not let anything deter 
them from completing it.  It is my desire as a teacher to 
give all of my students that which is needed to help to 
overcome their obstacles in learning, completing the as-
signed task to the best of their ability (v.23). My aim for 
my students is for them to attain and maintain self confi-
dence in their abilities; taking the assignment, complete 
it to their best abilities and learn from the experience (vs 
23). This comes from them working through difficulties 
rather than avoiding or excusing them. 
 Christians can be the same in their daily life. We 
can read our bibles, not trying to absorb what is read, 
because it is perceived to be too hard. Or, we make ex-
cuses for why we do not visit others, or go to services. In 
doing this, we are actually weakening our self confidence 
in what we can do to serve the Lord. By excusing our-
selves from working through a difficult situation (such as 
not visiting others), we do not rise to our potential. 

On the other hand, if we try to understand what 
we have read, and then apply it to our lives, we will reap 
the benefits. By visiting all who may need a visit (health 
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or encouragement) the shut- ins and the ill, or sending 
cards to cheer them, we not only encourage them, but our-
selves as well. By pushing ourselves to go beyond what is 
comfortable, we can create an attitude of confidence, spur-
ring us to feel more comfortable in tackling more tasks in 
our service of the Lord. Anne Thomas 
 

WOMEN IN 2 TIMOTHY   

 It is not long before one begins to read Paul’s sec-
ond letter to Timothy that there is notice of Timothy’s her-
itage (1:5-6; 3:15); Paul writes favorably of two important 
women in the young preacher’s life, his mother (Eunice) 
and his grandmother (Lois). Little is known about either, 
but with regard to Eunice, she was married to a Greek who 
was not a believer in the Lord (Acts 16:1). Perhaps he had 
some sympathy toward God and the virtuous life promoted 
and lived by his wife, but whether he did or not, Eunice in-
stilled in her son a devotion to things greater in life than 
the material realm surrounding them all. How would she 
have gotten this faith she had, but (presumably) through 
her own mother Lois.  
 Though Paul speaks glowingly of Timothy’s heritage, 
he does not speak along this favorable line with regard to 
some other women; “gullible women” he calls them (3:6-7). 
These women are vulnerable to evil men who promote 
themselves with a form of godliness when in truth they are 
empty shells. The women are vulnerable for a single rea-
son: sin. They are loaded down with sins, led away by vari-
ous lusts. One translation reads this way: “Some of them 
[evil men; 3:13] worm their way into families and get hold 
of the women-folk who feel crushed by the burden of their 
sins — wayward creatures of impulse, who are always curi-
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