
Ezekiel’s Word 
 The prophet Ezekiel was told by the Lord to speak to the prophets of Israel/

Judah, warning them of the foolishness of “those who prophesy out of their own 

heart” (Ezekiel 13:1-7, NKJV). The phrase struck me immediately. This is exactly the case 

with a great many today who call themselves Christian, and especially those who identify 

themselves as preachers. How often have we heard it said: “The Lord spoke to me….” 

This, it seems to me, corresponds exactly to what Ezekiel was speaking about. In the con-

text of Ezekiel, it pertained to Jerusalem’s corruption and ultimate destruction. Today, it 

pertains to people perpetuating false religions because of the emotional power and in-

fluence of subjectivity.  

 The Lord is rather clear and plain spoken; that which the Lord wants us to know is 

revealed in His word. It does not come from the subjective “I think” of the heart. The “I 

think” of the heart is actually to hear the Lord and obey, then the “I think” of the heart 

becomes “I know.” RT  

To be a Christian (1) 
 What it means to be a Christian is easily understood by many people, but 
there are some who are not sure. Let us begin by taking note that the word 
“Christian” is used three time in the New Testament. It was used for the first time 
when Paul and Barnabas preached in Antioch of Syria (Acts 11:26). Some think this 
name was given by outsiders in a pejorative way, but there is no evidence of that in 
the text. In any case, the name means one is a “follower of Christ.” Some seem to 
think it means to be “Christ-like.” It does not mean that, though that is certainly a 
goal of being a follower of Christ. Another location where the word is used is in Acts 
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Doctrine: WORSHIP (1) This word pertains to 

one’s adoration, or humble respect and adoring. It 

comes from a Greek word that means to bow down, 

prostrate before one of higher authority. “Knowledge 

of God is the foundational element in wor-

ship” (“Worship,” Baker’s Illustrated Dictionary,” p. 

1731). What this means is this: to worship (adore, 

bow before) is to imply one’s knowledge and under-

standing of that One to whom reverence is paid. How 

can one worship that which is unknown? Many did in 

the times of the apostle Paul, and many still do. In 

Acts 17, Paul traveled to Athens and begins his time in 

discourse with them, “For as I passed along and ob-

served the objects of your worship, I found also an 

altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you” (Acts 17:23, ESV). In our attendance and worship, 

let us understand the worthiness of God. RT  

A Word to the Wise A faithful witness does not lie, 

but a false witness breathes out lies (Proverbs 14:5, 
ESV). How many times have we heard it said that 
when one tells the truth there is little effort in having 
to remember? The event, the words, the impression 
has been impressed on the heart and in the memory 
that no “remembering” is necessary, but only a calling 
up when needed. The truth that one needs to “call 
up” with little effort is that of being a faithful witness 
to the Lord’s way (1 Peter 3:15). With the Lord’s 
standard of holiness firmly in place, one’s relationship 
with another always brings forth the truth. How much 
does this enhance personal relationships when a true 
friend is right there to buttress the truth for the occa-
sion? On the other hand, when one has to conjure up 
what is not actually true, then the house built with lies 
crashes, and crashes hard. RT 



26:28; the apostle Paul is in chains standing before Rome’s representative, the local 
government official. He was being tried because of false accusations leveled against 
him (28:30-31). In that passage, Paul loudly proclaimed that he wished everyone who 
heard his words were Christian. The final time it is used is by Peter in 1 Peter 4:16. He 
mentioned that if one suffers as a Christian, let him (or her) take comfort in knowing 
that it is for a great cause. For some to be a Christian is constraining, for those who un-
derstand, being a Christian is liberating! RT   

 

SCIENTOLOGY AND FLINT, MICHIGAN 
 Morality and the city council have a meeting of the minds upcoming. It appears 

that in Flint Michigan there is a desire to have a “nonreligious moral code” promoted 

for the community. What is that moral code? Scientology. Certainly, the pagan ideology 

has a moral code, but its moral base is what? Well, it is pagan, isn’t it? And, don’t we 

already know that pagan moral codes have worked tremendously through the years? 

Just look around and see how effective they have been.  

 The sarcasm notwithstanding, in the story, the implementation of the moral prin-

ciples will be helpful to the community, any and all communities. But the foundation of 

the principle has at its base the thinking of man, and the very nature of man’s thinking is 

fleeting and evolving. What if someone did not want to obey? Will there be an arrest? 

Will there be an educational moment wherein some educator speaks about a transcend-

ent, objective reason for why obedience is of greater value than not?  

 Of course not.  

 The reason for a moral code is obvious to a thinking person, but a moral code 

that has its origin in an evolving societal man-based standard is a moral code that is 

resting on a piece of drift wood. It comes and goes with the tide (or waves).  

 The ONLY moral code for man that is transcendent and objective is that which 

has its origin in the righteous and holy God. We may all struggle with putting it into 

perfect practice, but at least we know it will not be floating like a piece of wood drifting 

on the water. RT  

 

PEARLS OF WISDOM 

LABOR DAY: Workingmen are at the foundation of society. Show me the product of 

human endeavor in the making of which the workingman has had no share, and I 

will show you something that society can well dispense with. Samuel Gompers 

**** 

I have always said, and will always say, that the studious perusal of the Sacred Vol-

ume [Bible] will make better citizens, better fathers, and better husbands. Thomas 

Jefferson  

***** 

“Not the labor of my hands can fulfill the law’s demands” is found in which song?  

****** 

There is one discouraging thing about the rules of success—they won’t work un-

less you do.  

Honored to Serve: Announcements: Kris Seitz Bible Class Prayer: Ron 

Adams Song Leader: Jim Schwerman Communion: Jim Schwerman, 

Carl Baker, Jim Karraker, John May Bible Reading and Prayer: Wayne 

Miller Closing Prayer: J.E. Miller 

My grandmother always said: Any story sounds true until 
someone tells the other side and sets the record straight. 


