
The Test of Joseph 

 It is always easier on the outside to know exactly what to do more than it is 

on the inside! The story of Joseph and his brothers is a story well-known. The broth-

ers abandoned Joseph because they were jealous of him. Joseph received the lion’s 

share of his father’s attention and affection, and had particular dreams his brothers 

interpreted as making light of them as people. Imagine, An older brother bowing be-

fore a younger one; not on your life! This was something for which they would not 

stand. Thus, when opportunity came, they took advantage of their youngest brother 

and sold him into slavery. The brothers, however, were trouble by this deed (Genesis 

42:21-22; 44:16), and lived many years with guilt. Their guilt was heavy enough that 

they believed God was standing opposed to them (42:28; 44:16).  

 Some years later the circumstances of Joseph’s dreams manifested them-

selves while Joseph was now supreme administrator over Egypt. Joseph’s position of 

authority allowed him to turn the tables on his brothers, although Joseph did it for a 

completely different reason than they toward him.  

 Joseph’s brothers had to seek his blessing to receive food (43:8-10). Joseph 

now took advantage of this situation by giving a test of his own to them. First, he 

tested them with regard to their brother—will they bring Benjamin back with them in 

their next purchase of food to sustain them. Second, would they be jealous of Benja-

min when it was seen that he received five times as much as they did in the presence 

of Pharaoh’s representative. Third, and more importantly, would they abandoned 

their brother (Simeon) who was incarcerated. None of the tests were easy, but it is 

the third one that struck me in a particular way that warrants some attention.  
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Doctrine: HUSBAND In today’s society, there is 

much elevation of the female and a good effort to 
suppress the Lord’s teaching with regard to the male. 
With regard to the male, what does the Bible say? 
First, he is to be a man of dignity and character. “Older 
men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, 
sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness….Likewise, 
urge the younger men to be self-controlled” (Titus 2:2, 
6; ESV). Second, he is the head of his wife; that is, he 
is the leader. “But I want you to understand that the 
head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her 
husband, and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 
11:3). Third, he is to lead his wife is the straight and 
narrow way, for the head of the family will also ac-
count for his leadership to the Lord. “Likewise, hus-
bands, live with your wives in an understanding way, 
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, 
since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so 
that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7, 
ESV). This is what the Lord said; how do you and your 
family live? RT  
 

A Word to the Wise Where there are no oxen, the 

manger is clean, but abundant crops come by the 
strength of the ox (Proverbs 14:4, ESV). In an agricul-
tural community the livestock play a crucial role in the 
production of food for the family and, perhaps, for a 
larger community. If the crib (or manger) is clean, 
then the livestock are gone; if the livestock are gone, 
then the production of necessary items is lacking. It is 
strange to me that some look on this proverb as an 
application of the gospel ministry; in other words, 
where there is no teaching that might upset the apple
-cart, there is no strength produced in the lives of 
those hear. Whatever truth there may in that senti-
ment, the thrust, in my view, is less to do with spiritu-
al teaching, and more toward productivity. RT  



  There are two types of “abandonment” that one might experience. First, there 

is the abandonment that some experience because they are not liked by others. This 

could be the result of behavior others see and decide to turn away from (including 

words used and deeds done). There is abandonment that is experienced because cir-

cumstances have resulted in separation. It may not be abandonment, but the separa-

tion might make it feel as if it is. There is even abandonment in the presence of others 

all around. This is related to the first, but it is different in that one’s presence may not 

be avoided. For instance, at work one may feel abandoned even though others share a 

work environment. Perhaps Joseph felt all or portions of these in his brother’s aban-

donment of him.  

 Second, there is abandonment that one feels though there is no actual aban-

donment by others administered. Sometimes one feels abandoned because they are 

extra sensitive to how people respond to them. They intend nothing out of the ordi-

nary with regard to their words or deeds, but they somehow feel as if others around 

them are avoiding them, and thus abandoning them. This is not the case (most of the 

time), but the sensitive one sure does feel this way. There are other occasions where 

one’s meaning and purpose in life is skewed because of past actions, and the heaviness 

of guilt follows. It can be a burden too heavy to bear! No matter how others respond 

favorably, the guilt does not allow one to feel as if God is one one’s side.  Perhaps this 

was how Joseph’s brothers felt. When guilt is heavy, some purposes in life are tainted 

in such a way that clarity is lacking.  

 Regardless of the reason (or reasons) that one might feel abandoned, Joseph’s 

test demonstrates a practical lesson for us. When one feels abandoned, the one pow-

erful source that eliminates the feeling of abandonment is the Lord and his word. “Yea, 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. Surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD Forever” (Psalm 23:4-6, NKJV). RT  

   

 

 

PEARLS OF WISDOM 

We judge ourselves by what we are capable to doing, while other 

judge us by what we have already done. –Longfellow 

Judicious absence is a weapon. –Charles Reade 

Abstinence is approved of God. -Chaucer 

Deviation from either truth or duty is a downward path, and none 

can say where the descent will end. “He that despiseth small 

things shall fall by little and little” - Tyron Edwards 

Honored to Serve: Announcements: Jim Karraker Bible Class Prayer: 

Ron Adams Song Leader: Kris Seitz Communion: Ron Adams, John 

may, Lyle Baumgartner, Ellis Craig Bible Reading and Prayer: Kris 

Seitz Closing Prayer: John May 

My grandmother always said: Don’t let what you cannot do in-
terfere with what you can do.  


