
Do You Not Know? 

 One can’t help but to notice that Paul asked a single questions a number of times in 

his letter to the Corinthians; in fact, he asked this question 10 times! The question is “do you 

not know?” The question is asked a total of 17 times in the New Testament, with Paul asking 

15 of them. The single question is asked in varied contexts; we want to consider what the 

Holy Spirit prompted Paul to ask, and why.  

 Last week we considered two of Paul’s ten “do you not know” remarks. In chapter 6 

there are six of these ten remarks. It is clear that Paul was unimpressed with the Corinthian’s 

understanding what they needed to understand. Let us consider them briefly. Do you not 

know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you 

unworthy to judge the smallest matters? (6:2) Paul was very disappointed that any saint 

would be involved in litigation, especially in a secular court! It’s obvious that saints are not to 

be involved in such matters, but the fact that they are is indicative of a greater problem: spir-

itual growth, or the lack thereof. As the saints of God living by a higher and holy standard 

they were to resolve their differences between themselves. If they could not, then they were 

to encourage (allow) some saintly member (or members) to assist. In a worse case situation, 

they are to suffer loss of possession rather than suffer the loss of a soul. Do you not know 

that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? (6:3) In what 

way this will occur it is not known by us today. Some speculate it will be in relation to 

Matthew 19:28, but in whatever way this might “materialize” the greater point is that if they 

are in position to judge angels, can’t smaller matters be resolved in the church rather than 

embarrassing the Lord’s church in secular society? Do you not know that the unrighteous will 

not inherit the kingdom of God? (6:9) Continuing in the same vein, Paul associated such 
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The Fish Net. When Jesus began His ministry, He 

begun with a fish story (or sorts). Not really a fish sto-
ry, but an occasion where experienced fisherman 
worked all night and was preparing to return, having 
caught nothing. Jesus sees the men returning and they 
were somewhat downcast as a result of an empty 
night. The Lord then told them to take their nets and 
cast them over the side for a catch; somewhat 
doubtful, they do. Amazed at the catch, Peter pre-
sents himself to the Lord humbly (Luke 5:8). This, as 
far as Luke presents, is the beginning of Jesus’ mission 
to the Israelite nation. When John finishes his gospel, 
we are again at the lake and, again, Jesus tells the fish-
erman to cast their nets over the side for a catch. 
They do so and the catch is great (John 21:1-8). At the 
beginning of the Lord’s mission He taught His disciples 
how to catch men; the net used was going to be two 
parts. First, it would be the message of the Lord 
taught and, second, it would the message of the Lord 
lived. Some, unfortunately, are better able to teach 
than live. In such cases, the net has “sprung a leak”! 
Let us be sure to patch nets in order that we can teach 
and live the gospel. RT  
 

Word to the Wise. I have always found it inter-

esting and intriguing what Jesus said when he men-
tioned to his disciples that wisdom is justified by her 
children (Luke 7:35). The context of the words is this: 
there were accusations leveled against the Lord be-
cause of the perception some in the community had 
concerning him. Others hearing this would not know 
whether these particular accusations would be (or 
are) true. “How could one know?” they would asked. 
One way, the Lord said, was to look at the fruit pro-
duced. This would include the words spoken, the 
deeds done, and the descendants that came forth. RT  



action as that mentioned above as comparable to being unrighteous. This is a hard pill to swal-

low in our day, but I am sure it was no less hard in their day also. Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ? In the context of these words, the apostle put emphasis on the 

individual’s responsibility in relation to the Lord. In chapter 3, the emphasis was on the church 

being the Lord’s temple, but in this section of chapter 6 the emphasis is on the individual. This 

makes sense, of course. If the church (a collection of individual saints) is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit, then the individual saints would be also. The individual saint, then, has a moral and spir-

itual obligation to maintain holiness to the Lord (6:15-16). To add to this point the Lord’s apos-

tle wants it clearly understood when he repeats this idea in saying, Or do you not know that 

your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you 

are not your own (6:19)? The saint belongs to God; thus, to live after one’s own standard of 

conduct is to live by the wrong standard. To live by the wrong standard is to not grow spiritual-

ly, and to not to grow spiritually is to wither on the vine and die.  RT   

 

Sex education in the classroom  

Now if there is a hot topic that riles certain portions of the community this is it. Who is 

obligated by God to teach anything about sex education? The parents! Paul told Titus, 

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much 

wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their hus-

bands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive 

to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled” (2:3-5, ESV). Take 

notice of what Paul said: older women are to teach what is good, train the younger 

women various things, and what is and how to love. This entails a good many things, 

and among them would include things related to sexual intimacy between a husband 

and wife. When parents fail to teach as they should, the issue is thrown to the commu-

nity—and we have debates relative to the schools and what should be taught!  

The issues is thrown to the community because parents fail their children in this area. 

Satan wants this to occur and “he” uses the secular community, an extension of his 

arm (if you will), to thwart that which pertains to what God prescribes. The end result of 

this is we fuss and holler and confusion results and reigns. RT  

Bible Quiz: The first recorded polygamist in the Bible is who?  

 

NEWS and NOTES—April 13, 2014 

 Men’s breakfast on Saturday, April 19 (7:00) at Hardee’s  

 Before services tonight, 5:00, we have a VBS meeting in the basement. If you are interest-

ed in having one this year, please come to this meeting.  

 Next week’s birthday and fellowship meal has been moved to the following Sunday (4/27) 

since next week is Easter weekend and many will be out of town.  

 The next Red Cross blood drive is on May 13, presumably at the American Legion Hall.  

 We still have not heard whether or not someone has committed to volunteering to tend to 

the plants, shrubs, and flowers around the building.  

 SUNNYSIDE Road as an upcoming S.O.S event in Decatur on May 9th &b 10th. Information 

on bulletin board.  

Bible quiz answer: Lamech, descendant of Cain (Genesis :19). 

We are all manufacturers—making good, making trouble, or 
making excuses. 

Honored to Serve: Announcements: Carl Baker Bible Class Prayer: John May 

Song Leader: Kris Seitz Communion: J.E. Miller, Ethan Hill, Wesley Seitz, John 

May, Ron Adams Bible Reading and Prayer: John Krohn Closing Prayer:  Wayne 

Miller 

My grandmother always said: An optimist is a man who waits 
inb his car with the engine running while his wife goes 

shopping.  


