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INTRODUCTION  

Jesus brought to earth the Father’s will; He understood that many were not interested in hearing, much 

less doing, the Father’s will (John 1:10-13). Nevertheless, He came. This focus, this determination should 

help us approach life ourselves.  

DISCUSSION 

I. The World Hates Me. John 7:6-8  

A. Part of the reason for hate is a failure to understand.  

1. The brothers of Jesus illustrate this very well.  

2. We fail to understand because we have insufficient information with which to judge; 

unfortunately, some do not allow this to hinder them in making judgment!  

B. Another reason for hate is associated with rivalry.  

1. People who are connected with righteousness – as Jesus’ brothers were – feel 

threatened by the words and life of the one trying to live such.  

2. The “threat” is felt, generally, because there already is a perception of what ought 

to be done.  

C. Whatever might have been the reason for unbelief – that unbelief will garner a response 

from other people that might turn into hate.  

 

II. The World Misunderstands Me. John 7:10-15  

A. As with hate, the world misunderstands when there is insufficient knowledge.  

1. Note the confusion associated with what others thought: he is a good man; he is a 

deceiver.  

2. Couple this talk with what the authorities said – there was fear and apprehension.  

B. It has been said that by this time there was official opposition to Jesus by the religious 

authorities.  

1. The bold nature of Jesus’ teaching not only took aback the religious teachers of the 

day, but it impressed the common folk; this was of great concern to the leaders 

(7:47-49).  

2. It is one thing for the common folk to have misunderstanding, but it was entirely 

different for the religious leaders to have it. Their misunderstanding was associated 

with a failure to educate themselves in God’s word (John 6:44-45).  

3. They were in position to know more than others, but in their insistence to have 

things continue on as they were (11:45-50), they clouded the minds of the populace 

and ultimately received Jesus’ denunciation (Matthew 23).  



C. If I am misunderstood it is the result of either insufficient information or willfulness on 

the part of another.  

 

III. The World Falsely Judges Me. John 7:16-24  

A. Persecution comes if there is a desire to live righteously (2 Timothy 3:12).  

1. With desire to live righteously persecution brings false accusations.  

2. This was not only done with regard to Jesus, but also with regard to Paul (Romans 

3:8).  

3. Should we expect anything less with regard to us? To ask is to answer, but for some 

who have yet to put on the armor of God, the affliction is more debilitating than it 

should be.  

B. The world hates me because it misunderstands me and, thus, it falsely accuses me. 

What then?  

 

IV. The World Will Understand Then.  

A. The world “thirsts” to know.   

1. The source from which they choose to drink, however, is not the source of God.  

2. Christians choose to hunger and thirst after righteousness.  

3. That direction in life is seen by others. What it is that we want them to see?  

B. Jesus called upon them to judge righteously.  

1. This can be understood one of two ways, and both will fit by context.  

2. First, judge by the standard of righteousness (John 5:39).  

3. Second, some translations give the sense of judge fairly and on a continuing basis. 

This is done with a motive that has clarity spelled out by God (Matthew 22:34-40), 

with education that is clearly given to us by God (John 6:44-45; 1 Peter 1:22-25), 

and then we can judge properly why these things may occur (John 7:24).  

C. A Christian is not to “thirst” for acceptance from a worldly perspective, but they are to 

drink from the living water Jesus promised (John 4:10). Easy? No; but well worth the 

time and effort to embrace.  

CONCLUSION 

Some 18 months previous Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath day. This was an affront to the Jewish 

teachers and teaching of the day. So scarred were they by this work of Jesus that no matter what He did 

there was an effort by some to oppose and stop Him. How could He continue on? He continued on by 

loving, knowing, understanding, and doing the Father’s will. The world understood then.  


