
JUDGMENT 

Revelation 20:11-15 

INTRODUCTION 

1. In the long ago God placed man and woman in the Garden of Eden. A garden that 

tended to every need of man. Due to man’s inability to see things as the Lord saw 

(and can see) them he disobeyed the Lord’s command (prohibition). Since that 

time man has been contending with the forces of evil; the influences of Satan 

were so subtle that each man failed to see the things in front of him as evil (1 

John 2:15-17). Not seeing things as he ought to, man moved through life making 

his own course, setting his own path (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 14:12). He 

teaches school, he competes in athletic endeavors, he is a professional in the 

medical field, he is a preacher, he is a retired factory worker, he is a professional 

in the financial industry, etc., etc.  

2. Life moves on and then retirement. In his retirement years more thought is given 

to those final things of life, such as one’s legacy, what will be left for the children, 

what shall I do when I become feeble, and when life is over for me – what then?  

DISCUSSION 

I. JUDGMENT  

A. All the while that man has been living his life there has been a constant 

battle in the heavenly realm; small glimpses we can see as the Lord reveals 

this to us in His word.  

B. We learn that Satan is actually out to devour God’s servants, plaguing him 

with all sorts of disease and catastrophes (Job 1 and 2), we learn that 

frontal attacks by Satan are NOT part of his modus operandi, but he looks 

to move about as a snake, seeking his greatest advantage just before he 

strikes.  

C. Though we understand him moving about this way, the Scriptures paint an 

entirely different picture in the non-physical (or spiritual) realm.  

D. Revelation 12:13-17 

 

II. THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 



A. Life is now over. That which you have done while on earth has now put 

you in the place you are (2 Corinthians 5:10).  

B. Those things relative to the preacher’s warning about a future 

appointment that each of us have; those things you have dismissed, 

ridiculed, given no thought to, and what have you…now here you are,  

standing before the great white throne, before something you have never 

seen.  

C. You stand there unclothed, entirely exposed.  

D. You are shaking so bad that you are one the verge of passing out – but you 

don’t pass out – because you can’t! You can’t do anything but stand there 

in the midst of this great assemblage of people.  

1. To your left is the grandfather you never really got to know. Just beside 

him is your best friend. Not too far from them is George Washington, 

John F. Kennedy, Alexander the Great, even Pilate!  

2. One by one you hear a named called; then yours is called.  

 

III. THE BOOKS ARE OPEN 

A. Mercy. As you look at the hordes of people you see the Lord call out a 

name. Though you see all these people, you wonder how long it will take. 

Then you say to yourself: “Well, I am not going anywhere!” you try to 

incorporate levity into a serious situation. This could take an eternity, but 

it actually moves rather quickly. The name the Lord called out was your 

spouse; perhaps it was your husband, or maybe your wife. The Judge then 

bellows out: “Open the Books.” Opened, they were. Suddenly, you hear 

the Lord say, and waver with His arm to the right, “Enter into the joy of 

your Lord!”  

B. Your name is called and your move forward. You are encouraged by what 

you just saw, but you’re shaking so bad you can’t understand how you can 

move to the place you have just been called, but you do.  

1. Then you hear this authoritative voice call out, asking whether or not 

your name is written in any one of those books.  

2. Then you see an image you did not anticipate.  

C. There is a Bible placed on a table in front of you. It is not a Bible that is 

particularly big, but one you recognize at first sight. It gives you 

encouragement.  



1. It is the one your parents bought for you when you were young. 

2. Right on the inside is your name written in ink:  

a. “To [child’s name], with love, mom and dad.”  

b. Perhaps the inscriptions says something like this: “On this joyous 

day of your baptism we would like for you to have this precious gift 

that will help in your walk in this life, and will also judge you when 

life is over.”  

3. Though you recognize this book so very well by sight, you sheepishly 

note that it is not a book you recognize by content. Still, you think to 

yourself, but I have read my Bible, and I do understand that Jesus died 

for my sin. I went to church a lot, I was involved in VBS, and I helped 

teach the children’s class; whenever someone was in need I would try 

to be there; I helped in all the good works of the church.  

4. Stuck inside your Bible is a ten-dollar bill your brother put in there a 

long time ago. Stuck in there is a lock of hair that you wanted to keep 

because it was important to you – and the Bible is just that right spot 

for such valued things.  

D. Then the JUDGE looks at you and points His finger to your Bible and places 

it on one passage (Revelation 2:4). 

1. He asked, “When I spoke to the church at Ephesus, did you think those 

words applied only to the congregation as a whole? Did you not realize 

that the parts make up the whole?”  

2. You drop to your knees understanding well what had just been asked.  

3. You beg for mercy.  

4. The Judge then asked you about your education, about your family, 

about your influences in life, about your parents, about what you 

supported and about what was important to you.  

5. You answered them all, knowing you could not say anything that He 

did not already know 

6. He points His finger to another passage (Matthew 25:44-46). Over to 

His left you are moved.  

CONCLUSION. What will the judgment scene to be like for you on that day? It is a day 

that is certainly in your future. This Tuesday is a judgment day of sorts, but it is 

exceedingly inconsequential in comparison with the day that the Lord calls your name.  


