
Lesson 1: Unity in Form and Substance (Ephesians 4:11-16) 
 
All too often people have a desire to create unity in accordance with their own way of 
thinking. This kind of unity has brought us to the point of division that we currently 
experience in our country—to say nothing at all what is outside our borders. In order to 
encourage us toward clarity as to how we are to think and operate let us consider:  

 
I. An attitude of heart (4:1-3).  

A. One is called by God, but that call does not have to be obeyed. What 
response is made is indicative of one’s desired approach to God.  

B. There is a willingness to not think higher of one’s self than is appropriate 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 4:1-13), there is a gentle spirit of understanding as one 
suffers long with the infirmities of another.  

C. All of this comes under the “umbrella” of the Holy Spirit’s call and 
injunction to be obeyed. The consequences of not doing so are catastrophic.  

 
II. An attitude of structure (4:11-16).  

A. When called to be unified under the Holy Spirit’s teaching it is important 
that we understand there is a reason for that. Can you imagine your body 
not having a skeleton? There is just something “attractive” about a blob 
laying around, isn’t there?  

B. The Holy Spirit gave us structure with regard to ministry (leadership), 
mission, message, and with regard to maturity (cf. 2:14-22). Briefly 
consider each of these:  
1. MINISTRY: the word ministry deals with the idea of service to others. 

In this regard the service rendered to others is in the way of teaching.  
2. MISSION: when the Lord gave His mission statement to His disciples 

(Luke 19:10) it is important we adopt the same.  
3. MESSAGE:  Paul made it clear that what he preached was Jesus and 

Him crucified (Galatians 6:14). This entails a number of things, but 
without starting here we have no message.  

4. MATURITY: Paul addresses this in 4:14-15. We are not to be children, 
doctrine is important, people have to be measured (Acts 17:11; 1 John 
4:1, 6), be sure we apply Romans 15:18 and 1 Peter 4:11.  

 
CONCLUSION: Without the proper attitude and the proper structure we will have built 
our own structure on man’s foundation (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 14:12), and are we 
prepared to take that structure and present it to the Lord?  
	  


