
Lesson 2: Our Adoption (Colossians 3:12-17) 
 

As we travel through life we have taken notice of certain events and people; from these 
observations we have come to adopt certain attitudes and actions. Sometimes these attitudes and 
actions we have seen have been rejected, other we have chosen to adopt. In our walk with Christ 
we are encouraged and exhorted to adopt qualities that will benefit ourselves and others. Let us 
consider this.  
 

I. The adoption of a disposition with regard to self (3:12).  
A. There are certain qualities about the kind of thinking a Christian ought to have, 

and Paul identifies some of them.  
B. It has been said that God’s hardest command for man to obey is the command of 

repentance. This “change of mind” is very important, however, in having a 
proper relationship with God.  

C. In order to have a proper relationship with the brethren we need to adopt the 
Lord’s prescription with regard to how we think. 

 
II. The adoption of a disposition with regard to others (3:13).  

A. The qualities of thinking a Christian ought to have will, naturally, transfer into 
actions that others want to emulate.  

B. There will be a desire to emulate because there is action that is seen.  
C. We all have our failings—not one among us fails to have a failing!  
D. Would it not be a shame if the Lord addressed us as the way we often address 

others?  
 

III. The glue that makes the adoption work (3:14).  
A. People can adopt many things, but those individual things that are adopted may 

be of little value unless there is a quality of life that is above all: LOVE.  
B. Love is not a nebulas quality of life that is hard to explain or define; it is that 

quality of life that seeks the good of another person. Just as in John 3:16 God’s 
love was shown toward us, let us show our love toward another.  
 

IV. Holding it together: the peace of God and the word of Christ (3:15-17).  
A. Being properly motivated by love toward the Almighty and toward our neighbor 

(Matthew 22:34-40) there are two additional qualities of life that compliments 
love.  

B. First, there is the peace of God.  
1. This peace is not in accordance with the world, but in relationship between 

man and God (Romans 5:1). 
2. Jesus is the perfect illustration of this.  
3. He had peace, but it was not in accordance with the way this world thinks of 

peace (2 Peter 2:21-25). 
C. Second, there is the word of God.  

1. We have already said something about the word of God, but it can’t go 
without saying something again.  

2. If you read the 119th Psalm you cannot help but to take note of the value 
God’s word had in the life of David.  

3. For instance, looking at 3:17, note how that compliments 119:105 and 
119:11.  

4. We are to have the same approach.  
 



CONCLUSION: I have never adopted a child, but my wife and me have raised two of our own. 
With the many things we have taught them, they learned their best lessons by observation. They 
not only learned by hearing what we said, but they learned by watching what we did in 
conjunction with what we said. We have the example of the Lord Jesus; we have heard, now let us 
do because of what He did.  
 

******* 
 

Some Things I've Learned 
 
    I've learned that love, not time, heals all wounds. 
    I've learned that the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people 
smarter than I am. 
    I've learned that everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile. 
    I've learned that no one is perfect until you fall in love with him or her. 
    I've learned that life is tough, but in Christ I am tougher. 

Anonymous (Bulletin Gold) 
******* 

 
A Merry Heart 

 
A house painter agreed to paint the local church for a nominal fee. To keep expenses at a 
minimum, he diluted the water-based paint a little too much. He was clinging to the steeple when 
a sudden thunderstorm washed all the paint off the surface he had completed. From out of the 
dark clouds, amid the thunder and lightning, came a booming voice: "Repaint! Repaint! And thin 
no more!" 

- via The Contender (Bulletin Gold) 
 

	  


